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CORRECTIONS: 
Throughout for Dropady read Draupady. 

Pp. 10. J. 5, read Nacul. 
P- 12. I. 11, read St. 
p- 14. I. 2. read her. 
— 1. 7. read Gocul. 
P- 18. I. 13. read rh, 

When I with 4feaithama fought, 
p. 19. 1. 16. read N 

From Döriteräſbira's guileful ſon, 
p. 20. I. z. read Proud. 
P. 21. I. 4. read Amrit. 
— |, 6. read Catels. 
p- 22. I. 13. read Naryal. 
p. 23. I. 12. read Indrapreft. 

p. 24. I. 11. read her. 

p- 28. I. 2. read Checra. 
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ENCHANTED FRUIT, 


OR TH xk 


. 


HINDU WIFE; 


ANTEDILUVIAN TALE: 
* een 
IN THE PROVINCE OF 
B A H A R. 


M.DCC,LXXXIV. 


ENCHANTED FRUIT; 


OR THE 


HINDU WI F E. 


O lovely age, (a) by Brahmens fam'd 
Pure Setye Yug (5) in Sanſcrit nam'd! 
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Delightful! Not for cups of gold, 
Or wives a thouſand centuries old; 
c Or men, degenerate now and ſmall, 


© Then one and twenty cubits tall: 


(a) A parody on the Ode in 74's Aminta, be. 
ginning, O bella ta dell' oro! _ 


q (6) The Golden Age of the Hiadur, 
* 
A 2 


L 41 
Not that plump cows full udders bore, 
© And bowls with hsly curd (c) ran o'er; 
Not that, by Deities defended 
« Fiſh, Boar, Snake, Lion, (d) heav*n-deſcended, 
« Learn'd Pendits, now grown ſticks and clods, 
© Redde faſt the Nagry of the Gods (e) 
And laymen, faithful to Narayn (Y) 
Believ'd in Brahma's myſtick ſtrain; (g) 
Not that all Subjects ſpoke plain truth, 
: While Rajas cheriſh'd eld and youth, 


(c) Called Foghrat, the food of Crisana in his in- 
fancy and youth. 

(4) The four firſt Avatars, or Incarnations of the 
Divine Spirit. | 

(e) The Sanſcrit, « or Seng /crit, is written in letters 
ſo named, 

(f) Narayn or Narayan, the ſpirit of Gov. 

(g) The Yayds, or Sacred Writings of Brahma, called 
Rig, Sam, and Year : doubts have been raiſed con- 


cerning the authority of the fourth, or AV herver, 
Vayd. 


5 


No- yet delightful times! becauſe 


** 


A 


Nature then reign'd, and Nature's Laws; 


A 


When females of the ſofteſt kind 


* 


Were unaffected, unconfin'd; 


And this grand rule from none was hidden; (%) 


WHAT PLEASETH, HATH NO LAW FOREIDDEN. 


Thus, with a lyre in India ſtrung, 
Aminta's poet would have ſung; 
And thus too, in a modeſ way, 

All virtuous males will ſing or ſay: 
But ſwarthy nymphs of Hinduſtan 
Look deeper than ſhort-ſighted man, 
And thus, in ſome poetick chime, 


Would ſpeak with reaſon, as with rhyme: 


Se piace, ei lice.” 74%. 


E 
bovelier age, by Brahmens fam'd, 


Gy Dwgpor Yug (i) in Sanſerit nam'd! 


2% 


© 13-3 vhtſui! though impure with braſs 


* 11 wany a green ill- ſcented maſs; 


© 1 z0ugh e but ſen cubits high, 


Muſt in @ thouſand ſummers die; 


Though, in the lives of dwindled men, 
: Ten parts were Sin; Religion, ten; 
IThough cows would rarely fill the pail, 
© But made th' expected creambow! fail; 
Though lazy Pendits ill could read 
7X 5 care of ours) their Yejar Leid; 
Though Rojas look'd a little proud, 
© And Ranis rather ſpoke too loud; 
Though Gods, diſplay'd to mortal view 


In mortal forms, were only fo; 


15 The Praxen Age, or that in which Vie and 
Virtue were in equal propor tion. 


A 


A 


1 


(Vet CRISHNA, (4) ſweeteſt youth; was one, 


Criſmna, whoſe cheeks outblaz'd the : ale 


A 


Delighttul, ne'ertheleſs . 


Not bound by vile unnatural laws, 


A 


Which curſe this age from Calcy (/) nam'd, 
By ſome baſe woman-hater fram'd. 


Prepoſt'rous | that one biped vain 


A 


Should drag ten houſe-wives in his train, 


A 


And ſtuff them in a gaudy cage, 


A 


Slaves to weak luſt or potent rage! 


La 


Not ſuch the Dwapar Jug! oh then 


© ONE BUXOM DAME MIGHT WED FIVE MEN. 


Tru Hiſtory, in ſolemn terms, 


This Philoſophick lore confirms; 


(4) The Abo lo of India. 


(2) The Farthen Age, or that of Caly or Im purity : 
this verſe alludes to Caliy, the Hecate of the Indians. 


„ 


For Judia once, as now cold Tibet, (m) 

A groupe unuſual might exhibit, 

Of ſev'ral huſbands, free from {trife, 

Link'd fairly to a ſingle wife! 

Thus Botaniſts, with eyes acute 

To ſee prolifick duſt minute, 

Taught by their learned northern Brabmen (u) 
To claſs by piſtil and by Namen, 

Produce from nature's rich dominion 
Flow'rs Polyandrian Monogynian, 

Where embryon bloſſoms, fruits, and leaves 


Twenty prepare, and ONE receives. 


Bur, leſt my word ſhould nought avail, 
Ye Fair, to no unholy tale 


1 
——ů— 


* 


(in) See the accounts publiſhed in the Philoſophical 
Franſactions from the papers of Mr. Bogle. 


(57) Linndus. 


1-4] f g 
Attend, (o) Five thouſand years (þ) ago, 


As annals in Benares ſhow, 

When Pandu Chiefs with Curus fought, (2) 
And each the throne imperial ſought, 

Five brothers of the regal line 

Blaz'd high with qualities divine. 

'The firſt a prince without his peer, 


Juſt, pious, lib'ral Tudbi/hteirz (r) 


U —_— 
„ : e 


(o) The ſtory is told by the Jeſuit Boucyer, in his N 
Letter to Hur, Biſhop of Awranches. 

() A round number is choſen; but the Caly Yug, a 
little before which Cri/bna diſappeared from this world, 
began four thouſand, eight hundred, and eighty four years 
ago, that is, according to our Chronologiſts, /even hun- : 
dred and forty ſeven before the flood; and by the cal- q 
culation of M. Bailly, but four hundred and fifty four 
after the foundation of the Indian Empire. 

(2) This war, which Criſbna fomented in favour of 
the Pandu Prince, Yudhiſhtir, ſupplied YVyas with the i 
ſubject of his noble Epick Poem, Mababſùrat. — 

(r) This word is commonly pronounced with a ſtrong ö 
accent on the laſt letter, but the preceding vowel 15 | 
ſhort in Sengſerit. The prince is called on the Cook 
Dbherme Res or Chief 2 a0 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Then Exjun, to the baſe a rod, 
An Hero favour'd by a God; (5) 


Bheima, like mountain-leopard ſtrong, 


Unrival'd in th* embattled throng, 


Bold Nacal, fir'd by noble ſhame 


To emulate fraternal fame; 

And Sehdeo, fluſh'd with manly grace, 
Bright virtue dawning in his face: 
To theſe a dame devoid of care, 
Blythe Dropady, the debonair, 
Renown'd for beauty, and for wit, 


In wedlock's pleaſing chain was knit. (r) 


(s) The Geita, containing Inſtructions to Erjun, was 
compoſed by Criſpna, who peculiarly diſtinguiſhed him. 
(t) Yudhiſhtir and Dropady, called Drobada by M. 
Sonnerat, are deified on the Coaſt; and their feaſt, of 


which that writer exhibits an engraving, is named the 


Proceſſion of Fire, becauſe ſhe paſſed every year from one 
of her five huſbands to another, after a ſolemn purifi- 
cation by that element. In the BH language, her 


name is written, DRG PT. 


1 
Tr fortun'd, at an idle hour, 
This five-mal'd ſingle-femal'd flow'r 
One balmy morn of fruitful May 
Through wks and meadows took its way. 


A low thatch'd manſion met their eye 


In trees umbrageous boſom'd high; 


Near it (no ſight, young maids, for you) 
A temple roſe to Mahadew. (4) 

A thorny hedge and reedy gate 

Enclos'd the garden's homely Jos; 

Plain in its neatneſs: thither wend 

The princes and their lovely friend. 
Light-pinidn'd gales, to charm the ſenſe, 


Their odorif'rous breath diſpenſe; 


From Bela's (w) pearl'd, or pointed, bloom, 


And Maliy rich, they ſteal perfume: 


(a) The Indian JUPITER. 


(w) The varieties of Bela, and the three flowers next 


mentioned, are beautiful ſpecies of Jaſinin. 


( 12 ] 
There honey-ſcented S:ngarhar, 
And F4by, like a riſing ſtar, 
Strong Chempa, darted by Cimdew, 
And Mulſery of paler hue, 
Cayora, (x) which the Ranies wear 
In tangles of their ſilken hair, 

Round ()) Babul-Aow'rs, and Gulachein 
; Dyed like the ſhell of Beauty's Queen, 
Sweet Mindy (2) preſs'd for crimſon ſtains, 
And ſacred Ty, (a) pride of plains, 5 
With $zty, ſmall unbluſhing roſe, 

Their odours mix, their tints diſcloſe, 
And, as a gemm' d tiara, bright, 


Paint the freſh branches with delight. 


3 it. 


(x) The Indian Spikenard. 

O) The Mime/a, or true Acacia, that produces the 
Arabian Gum, : 

(z) Called Albhinnã by the Arabs. 

(a) Of the kind called Ocymum, 


E 23 1 "2 


ONE tree above all others tower'd | 1 


With ſhrubs and ſaplings cloſe imbower'd, | 
For every blooming child of Spring | 


Paid homage to the verdant King : 
Aloft a ſolitary "ROY - 

Full fixty cubits from the root, 
Kiſs'd by the breeze, luxuriant hung, 


Soft chryſolite with em'ralds ſtrung. 


Try we, ſaid Erjun indiſcreet, = 
If yon proud fruit be ſharp or ſweet; 4 
My ſhaft its parent ſtalk ſhall wound: 


© Receive it, ere it reach the ground.“ 4 


SwIFT as his word, an arrow flew : 
'The dropping prize beſprent with dew 


The brothers, in contention gay, 


Catch, and on eather'd herbage lay. b 
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Frar inſtant ſcarlet lightnings laſh, 
And femma's waves his borders laſh, 
Cri/na from Swerga's (Y) height deſcends, 


Obſerrant of his mortal friends: 


Not ſuch, as in his earlieſt years, 


Among his wanton cowherd peers, 


in Goal or Brinduben's (c) glades, 


He ſported with the dairy-maids; 


Or, having pip'd and danc'd enough, 


Clos'd the briſk night with blndman's buff; (4 1 
(Liſt, antiquaries, and record 

This paſtime of the Gopia's Lord) (e) 

But radiant with ethereal fire: 


Nared alone could bards inſpire 


(5) The heaven of Indra, or the Empyreum. 
(c) In the diſtrict of Mar hura, not far from 4 
(4) This is told in the Bhagawat. 


(e) Govy NaT'h, a title of Criſpna, correſponding 
with Nymphagetes, an epithet of Neptune. 


1 


1 43 
In lofty Slokes (F) his mien to trace, 
And unimaginable grace, 
With human voice, in human form, 
He mildly ſpake, and huſh'd the ſtorm: 
: O mortals, ever prone to ill! 
Too raſhly Erjun prov'd his {k1ll. 
Lon fruit a pious Muny (7) owns, 
* Aſſiſtant of our heay'nly thrones. 
© The golden pulp, each month renzw'd, 
Supplies him with ambroſial food. 
© Should he the daring archer. curſe, 
Not Mintra () deep, nor magick verſe, 
Lour gorgeous palaces. could fave 


6 Fre rom flames, your embers, from the wave.“ ( 


4 


— 


J) Tetraflicks without rhyme. 
(g) An inſpired Writer: 7wvcnty are 0 called. 
97 Incantation. 


(%) This will receive illuſtration from 2 paſape in 


4. 


the Ramayen; 5 Even he, who cannot be {1:1 by che 


2 


) 
* ponderous arms cf Indra, nor by thoſe of C: 4%, nor 


by the terrible Checra, (or Dijcus) of Fijpiu, lat! 


« be. deſtroyed, if a Brahren execrate hin, fas i” be 
* were conjumed by fire.” 


— ITS. 4 


1 
THe princes, whom th' immod'rate blaze 


Forbids their ſightleſs eyes to raiſe, 


With doubled hands his aid implore, 


And vow ſubmiſſion to his lore. 


A 


One remedy, and ſimply one, 


A 


Or take, ſaid he, or be undone: 


Let each his crimes or faults conſeſs, 


A 


A 


The greateſt name, omit the leſs; 
| © Your actions, words, e'en thoughts reveal; 


| No part muſt Drepady conceal: 


„ 


So ſhall the fruit, as each applies 
Ihe faithful charm, zen cubits riſe; 


Till, if the dame be frank and true, 


i It join the branch, where late it grew.” 
1 He ſmil'd, and ſhed a tranſient gleam ; 
i Then vaniſh'd, like a morning dream. 


8 . — — 
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Now, long entrans'd, each waking brother 


Li . 7 

i Star'd with amazement on another, 

1 

't * 


Sy 


F4 ] 


Their conſort's cheek forgot its glow, 


And pearly tears began to flow; 


When Tudiſbteir, high-gifted man, 


His plain confeſſion thus began. 


n 


q InconsTANT fortune's wreathed ſmiles, 
* Duryidhen's rage, Duryidhen's wiles, 
Fires raiſ'd for this devoted head, 

c E'en poiſon for my brethren ſpread, 

< My wand'rings theough-witd ſcenes of wo, 


© And perſecuted life, you know, 


© Rude waſſailers defil'd my halls, 


And riot ſhook my palace-walls, 

8 My treaſures waſted. This and more 

With e calm I bore; 

© But, when the late-deſcending god 

© Gaye all I wiſh'd with ſoothing nod, 
C 


— . 
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18 J 
When, by his counſel and his aid, 


a 


A 


Our banners danc'd, our clarions bray'd, 


(Be this my greateſt crime confeſs d) 


Lay 


Revenge fate ruler in my breaſt: 


A 


I panted for the tug of arms, 
For ſkirmiſh hot, for fierce alarms 3 
Then had my ſhaft Duryidhen rent, 


This heart had glow'd with ſweet content.“ 


HE ceas'd: the living gold upſprung, 


And from the bank ten cubits hung. 


EMBOLDEN'D by this fair ſucceſs, 
Next Erjun haſten'd to confeſs: 
When with A/hotahman I fought, 
a M ond the fell aſſaſſin caught; 
My ſpear transfix'd him to the ground: 


His giant limbs firm cordage bound: 
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( 19 ] 
His holy thread extorted awe 
© Spar'd by religion and by law; 
© But, when his murd'rous hands I view'd 
In blameleſs kindred gore imbued, 


Fury my boiling boſom ſway d, 


And Rage unſheath'd my willing blade: 


Then, had not Criſpna's arm divine 
With gentle touch ſuſpended mine, 
© This hand a Brahmen had deſtroy'd, 
And vultures with his blood been cloy'd.” 


THe fruit, forgiving Erjun's dart, 


Ten cubits roſe with eager ſtart. 


Frusn'p with ſome tints of honeſt ſhame, 


Bheimna to his confeſſion came: 


»Tzvas at a feaſt for battles won 


on From blind Dhertrafhtcr's guileſul fon, 


1 20 ] 
High on the board in vaſes pil'd 


© All vegetable nature ſmil'd: 
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Pround Anaras (+) his beauties told, 


ND 
8 — 


2 His verdant crown and ſtuds of gold, 


r 
r 2 


1 © To Dallim (1), whoſe ſoſt rubies laugh'd 
* Burſting with juice, that gods have quaff'd; 


s Ripe Kellas (m) here in heaps were ſcen, 


> of He RAT > x . * 
* I es 2 * 4 
— — 


* Kellas, the golden and the green, 
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© With Ambas (u) priz'd on diitant coaſts, 
< Whoſe birth the fertile Ganga boaſts: 


FP 


© (Some gleam like ſilver, ſome outſhine 
« Wrought ingots from Beſoara's mine) 
© Corimdas there, too ſharp alone, 


© With honey mix'd, impurpled ſhone; 


« Talſans (o) his liquid cryſtal ſpread 


thaw. > gs - - ©: 


© Pluck'd from high Tara's tufted head; 


. op es, —— 


(4) Ananas. (1) Pomegranate, () Plantains. 
( ＋½) Mangos. (%) Palmyra-fruit. 
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Round Jamas, (p) delicate as fair, 


Oe 


A 


Like roſe-water perfum'd the air; 


qe 


Bright falvers high-rais'd Comlas (9) held 


A 


Like topazes, which Amret (r) ſwell'd; 


La 


While ſome delicious Attas (5) bore, 


Aa 


And Cottas (t) warm, a ſugar'd ſtore; 


a 


Others with Bela's grains were heap'd, 


Aa 


And mild Papayas honey-ſtcep'd; 


A 


Or ſweet Ajeirs (u) the red and pale, 


La 


Sweet to the taſte and in the gale. 


Land 


Here mark'd we pureſt baſons fraught 


With ſacred cream and fam'd Foghrat 


© Nor ſaw we not rich bowls contain 


The Chawld's (w) light nutritious grain, 
© Some virgin-like in native pride, 


And ſome with ſtrong Haldea (x) dyed, 


(p) Roſe-apples. (2) Oranges. (r) The Hindu Nectar. 
(s) Cuſtard-apples. () Jaik-fruit. (2) Guayavas. 
(ao) Rice. (x) Turmerick. 


— — 2 — . —— 


r 


Dr 


ee 1-57 


a 


— 9 OE A IS 


— 
: = = 4 


With each high delicacy ftor'd; 


( Indian Pepper. (s) Cloves. (a) Ginger. (6) Mace. 
(e) Areca-nut. (4) Betel-leaf. (e) What we call Ja- 


( 22 ] 


Some taſteful to dull palates made 


* 


La 


If M:rich (y) lend his fervent aid, 


N 


Or Langa (z) ſhap'd like od'rous nails, | 2 
Whoſe ſcent o'er groves of ſpice prevails, 1 


A 


A 


Or Aa, (a) breathing gentle heat, 


- 


Or 7outery (b) both warm and ſweet. 


A 


Supiary (c) next, (in Pina (d) chew'd, 


On 


And Catha, (e) with ſtrong pow'rs endued, 


„ 


Mix'd with Elachy's (/ glowing ſeeds, 


A 


Which ſome remoter climate breeds) 


Near Feifel (g) ſate, like Ferfel fram'd 


A 


Though not for equal fragrance nam'd 


A 


Laſt, Meal (Y), whom all ranks eſteem, 


* 


Pour'd in full cups his dulcet ſtream: 


A 


Long I ſurvey'd the doubtful board 


N —— 
. 


_—_ te — 


pan- earth. / Cardamums, (g) Nutmeg. (5) Coconut. 


1 43 1 

© Then freely gratified my ſou), 
From many a diſh, and many a bowl, 
© Till health was laviſh'd, as my time : 


Intemp'rance was my fatal crime.” 


UprosE the fruit; and now mid-way | 


Suſpended ihone like blazing day. 


Nac Al. then ſpoke: (a bluſh o'erſpread 


His cheeks, and conſcious droop's his head) 


Before Duryldben, ruthleſs king, 
— 
Taught his fierce darts in air ta ſing, 
| With bright-arm'd ranks, by Cr:/hna tent, 
Elate from Inderpreſt (i) J went 
Through Eajtern realms; and vanquiſh'd all 


From rough Ainira to Nipdl, 


pO ER RADES FAINT * 


(:) DeaLy) 
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[a 1 5 
© Where ev'ry manſion, new or old, & 


« Flam'd with Barbarick gems and gold. 


Here ſhone with pride the regal ſtores | | 5 


© On iv'ry rocfs, and cedrine floors; 


— . a . " 
E 7 Ur oy. er rr —— — 
EW ůãSm rn — —— 
> a * x” OP 


Ae 
— bs 5A — -- 


© There diadems of price unknown 


« Blaz'd with each all- attracting ſtone 


r 


. —— 


© Firm diamonds, like fix'd honour true, 9 


— 
——— 


Some pink, * ſome of yellow hue, 
Some black, yet not the leſs eſteem'd 


© The reſt like tranquil Jemna gleam'd, 
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When in his bed the Gopia lave 
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FBetray'd by the pellucid wave. 
Like raging fire the ruby glow'd, 
< Or ſoft, but radiant, water ſhow'd; 
x | Pure amethyſts, in richeſt ore 


Oft found, a purple veſture wore; 


Tn. 2 
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E 
Sapphirs, like yon etherial plain; 
Em'ralds, like Peipel (4) freſh with rain; 
Gay topazes, tranſlucent gold; : 
Pale chryſolites of ſofter mould; 
Fam'd beryls, like the {urge marine, 
Light-azure mix'd with modeſt green 
Refracted ev'ry varying dye 
Bright as yon bow, that girds the ſky. 
Here opals, which all hues unite, 
Diſplay'd their many-tin&ur'd light, 
With turcoiſes divinely blue, 
(Though doubts ariſe, where firſt they grew, 
Whether chaſte elephantine bone 
By min'rals ting'd, or native ſtone) 
And pearls unblemiſh'd, ſuch as deck 


Bhavany's (1) wriſt or Lecſhmy's (in) neck. 


(4) A ſacred tree like an Alpin. 
(1) The Indian VENUS. (m) The Indian Certs, 
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Each caſtle ras'd, each city ſtorm'd, 


< Vaſt loads of pillag'd wealth I form'd, 


in Not for my coffers; though they bore, 


© As you decreed, my lot and more. 
< Too pleas'd the brilliant heap I ſtor'd, 


Too charming ſeem'd the guarded hoard: 
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An odious vice this heart affail'd ; 


—ͤ 


Baſe Av'rice for a time prevail'd. 


Tn' enchanted orb ten cubits flew, 


Strait as the ſhaft, which Erjun drew. 


SEHDIO, with youthful ardour bold, 


i Thus, penitent, his failings told: 


0 From clouds, by folly rais'd, theſe eyes 


Experience clear'd, and made me wiſe; 
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For, when the craſh of battle roar'd, 


When death rain'd blood from ſpear andſword, 


9 mo FD * * . N » 
7 : 5 8 9 - > 2a y 2 ** 7 WS OO WIL ATE N nnn 
1 n e : x, 2 = ISS ; NE Ie A ©, ONS 2 
. 3 N 8 N 2 * rr 0g AA 5 $6 1 NN = L 8 22 7 5 . 
e WV 3 1 8 3 ee a} ns 8 GY T 
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„„ 

When, in the tempeſt of alarms, 

Horſe roll'd on horſe, arms claſh'd with arms, 
Such acts I ſaw by others done, 
Such perils brav'd, ſuch trophies won, 

That, while my patriot boſom glow'd, 
Though ſome faint ſkill, ſome ſtrength 1 thow'd., 
And, no dull gazer on the held, 

This hero flew, that forc'd to yield, 

Yet, meek humility, to thee, 

Wen Erjun fought, low ſank my knee: 

But, ere the din of war began, 

When black' ning cheeks juſt mark'd the man, 
Myſelf invincible I deem'd, 

And great, without. a rival, ſeem'd. 

Whene'er I ſought the ſportful plain, 


No youth of all the martial train 


„„ 


Wich arm ſo ſtrong or eye ſo true 


Ln 


A * 


The Cheerd's (n) pointed circle threw; 


A 


None, when the poliſh'd cane we bent, 
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it | Like me, gave Agnyaſtra (o) ſpeed, 
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So far the light-wing'd arrow ſent; 
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None from the broad elaſtick reed, 
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** 


Or ſpread its flames with nicer art 
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In many an unextinguiſh'd dart; 


Or, when in imitated fight 


* 


We ſported till departing light, 
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None ſaw me to the ring advance 


La 


With falchion keen or quiv'ring lance, 


oo 


Whoſe force my rooted ſeat could ſhake, 


Or on my ſteed impreſſion make: 


a) 


No charioteer, no racer fleet 


* O'ertook my wheels or rapid feet. 


— 


(2) A radiated metalline ring, uſed as a miſſile 
| weapon. 
() Fire- arms, or rockets, early known in India, 


20 ] 
Next, when the wocdy heiglits we ſought, 
Wich madd'ning elephants J fought: 
In vain their high-priz'd tuſks they gnaſh'd; 
Their trunked heads my Geda (p) maſh'd, 
No buffalo, wich phrenſy ſtrong, 


Could bear my clatt'ring thunder long: 


No pard or tiger, from the wood 


KRcluctant brought, this arm withſtood. 


* Pride in my heart his manſion fix'd, 


And with pure drops black poiſon mix'd. 


SWIFT role the fruit, exalted now 


Ten cubits from his natal bough. 


Fair Dropady, with ſoft delay, 


Then ipake: © Heav'n's mandate I obey ; 


(5) A mace, or club. i 
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Though nought, eflential to be known, 


Has heav'n to learn, or to own. 


A 


A 


When ſcarce a damſel, ſcarce a child, 


* 


In early bloom your handmaid ſmil'd, 


A 


Love of the World her fancy mov'd, 


Vain pageantry her heart approv'd: 


A 


Her form, ſhe thought, and lovely mien, 


A 


All muſt admire, when all had ſeen : 
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A thirſt of pleaſure and of praiſe 


A 


(With ſhame I ſpeak) engroſs'd my days; 
< Nor were my night-thoughts, I confeſs, 
Free from ſolicitude for dreſs; 

How beſt to bind my flowing hair 

With art, yet with an artleſs air, 

(My hair, like muſk in ſcent and hue; 

© Oh! blacker far and ſweeter too) 

© In what nice braid or gloſſy curl 


To fix a diamond or a pearl, 
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And where to ſmooth the love-ſpread toils 


* 


Lg 


With nard or jaſmin's fragrant oils; 


A 


How to adjuſt the golden Teic, (9) 


N 


And moſt adorn my forehead ſleek; 


E. 


What Condals (r) ſhould emblaze my ears, 


* 


Like Seita's waves (5) or Seita's tears; (7) 


How elegantly to diſpoſe 
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Bright circlets for my well form'd noſe ; 


La 


With ſtrings of rubies how to deck, 


A 


Or em'rald rows, my ſtately neck, 


A 


While ſome that ebon tow'r embrac'd, 


AR 


Some pendent fought my ſlender waiſt; 


— 


(2) Properly Teica, an ornament of gold, placed | 
above the noſe. ” | | 
(r) Pendents. (5) SerTa” CunD, or the Pool 
of Seiza, the wife of Ram, is the name given to the 
wonderful ſpring at Mengeir, with boiling water of 
exquiſite clearneſs and purity. | 


(:) Her tears, when ſhe was made captive by the 
giant Rawan, | 
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How next my purfied veil to chuſe 
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From ſilken ſtores of varied hues; 


Which would attract the roving view, 


Pink, violet, purple, orange, blue; 


The lovelieſt mantle to ſelect, 
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Or unembelliſh'd or bedeck'd; 

And how my twiſted ſcarf to place 

With molt . grace; 

( Too thin its warp, too fine its woof, 
For eyes of males not be auty- Proof) 
hat ſkirts the mantle beſt would ſuit, 

« Ornate with ſtars or ti:iiued fruit, 

The flow'r-embroider'd or the plain 

* With ſilver or with golden vein; | 

The Chury (u) bright, which gayly ſhows 


Fair objects, aptly to compoſe; 


(2) A ſmall mirror worn in a ring. 
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© How each ſmooth arm and each ſoft wriſt 
© By richeſt Cœſecs (w) might be kiſs'd 


While ſome, my taper ankles round, 


With ſunny radiance ting'd the ground, 


O waſte of many a precious hour | 


O Vanity, how vaſt thy pow'r !? 


Cus1Ts twice four th' ambroſia flew, 


Still from its branch disjoin'd by 2200. 


Each huſband now, with wild ſurpriſe, 
His compeers and his conſort eyes; 
When Yudihteir: * Thy female breaſt 
Some faults, perfidious, hath ſup ref. 
* Oh! give the cloſe-lock'd ſecret room, 


© Unfold its bud, expand its bloom; 
E 


tad Bracclets. 
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© Leſt, ſinking with our crumbled halls, 
We ſee red flames devour their walls.“ 


Abaſh'd, yet with a decent pride, 


Firm Propach the fact denied; 


Till, through an arched alley green, 
T he limit of that ſacred ſcene, 

She ſaw the dreaded Muny go 

With ſteps majeſtically flow; 

Then ſaid: (a ſtided ſigh ſhe ſtole, 
And ſhow'd the conflict of her ſoul 
By broken ſpeech and flutt'ring heart) 
* One trife more I muſt impart: 

© A Brahies learn'd, of pure intent 
* And look demure, one morn you ſent, 
Wich me, from Sanſcrit old, to read 


© Each high Purin, (x) each holy Yeid. 
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(* A Mythological and Hiſtorical Poem. 


** 
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© His thread, which Brebimd's lineage ſhow'd, 


A 


O'er his left ſhoulder graceful fow'd; 


A 


Of Cri/hna and his nymphs he redde, 


How with nine maids the dance he led; 


a.” 


A 


How they ador'd, and he repaid 


La 


Their homage in the ſylvan ſhade, 


Lag 


While this gay tale my ſpirits cheer'd, 


So keen the Pendit's eyes appear'd, 


* 


So ſweet his voice—a blameleſs fire 


* 


This boſom could not but inſpire. 


* 


Bright as a God he ſcem'd to ſtand: 


* 


The rev'rend volume left his hand, 

* When mine he preſo d With deep deſpair 
Brothers on brothers wildly ſtare: 

From Erjun flew a wrathful glance; 

Tow'rd them they ſaw their dread advance; 
Then, trembling, breathleſs, pale with fear, 


« Hear, ſaid the matron, calmly hear 


e | 
© By Tulſy's leaf the truth I ſpeax 


© The Brabmen ONLY ²EISS'D MY CHEEK.” 


STRAIT its full height the wonder roſe, 


Glad with its native branch to cloſe. 


Now to the walk approach'd the Sage 


Fxulting in his verdant age: 


His hands, that touch'd his front, expreſs'd 


1 Due rev*rence to each princely gueſt, g 
li . Whom to his rural board he led 
1 In ſimple delicacy ſpread, 
1.8 75 : | 
1% With curds their palates to regale, 
[| 
It, And cream-cups from the Goj:a's pail. 
15 
. 
| CouLD you, ye Fair, like this black wife, 


Reſtore us to primeval life, 
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1 
And bid that apple, pluck'd for Eve 


By him, who might all wives deceire, 
Hang from its parent bough once more 
Divine and perfect, as before, 

Would you confeſs your little faults? 
(Great ones were Never in your thoughts) 
Would you the ſecret wiſh unfold, 

Or in your heart's ful caſket hold? 
Would you diſcloſe your inmoſt mind, 


And ſpeak plain truth, to bleſs mankind? 


WHAT! faid the Guardian of our realm, 
With waving creſt and fiery helm, 
* What! are the fair, whoſe heav'nly ſmiles | 
© Rain glory through my cheriſh'd iſles, 


Are they leſs virtuous or leſs true 


Than Indian dames of ſooty hue? 
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« No, by theſe arms. The cold ſurmiſe 


1 


A 


And doubt injurious vainly riſe. 


Vet dares a bard, who better knows, 


This point diſtruſtfully propoſe; 


L 


Vain fabler now! though oft before 


His harp has cheer'd my ſounding ſhore.” 


WIE brow auſtere the martial maid 
Spoke, and majeſtick trod the glade: 
To that fell cave her courſe ſhe held, 


Where Scandal, bane of mortals, dwell'd. 


Outſtretch'd on ſilch the peſt ſhe found, 
Black fetid venom ſtreaming round: 


A gloomy light juſt ferv'd to ſhow 


The darkneſs of the den below. 
Britannia with reſiſtleſs might 


Soon dragg'd him from his darling night: 


19 
The ſnakes, that o'er bis body curl'd, 


And flung bis poiſon through the world, 
Confounded with the flaſh of day, 
Hiſs'd horribly a hellith lay. 
His eyes with flames and blood ſuffus d, 
Long to th ethereal beam unus'd, 
Fierce in their gory ſockets roll'd 
And deſperation made him bold: 
Pleas'd with the thought of human woes, 
On ſcaly dragon feet he roſe. 
Thus, when A/irs with impious rage, 
Durſt horrid war with Devta's wage, 
And darted many a burning mals 

Een on the brow of gemm'd Cazlas, 
| High o'er the reſt, on ſerpents rear'd, 


The griſly king of Deits appear'd. 


110 
Tux nymph beheld the fiend advance, 
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And couch'd her far-extending lance : 


rr 


Dire drops he threw; th” infernal tide 
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Her helm and ſilver hauberk dyed: 
Her moonlike fliield before her hung; 
The monſter ſtruck, the monſter ſtung: 
Her ſpear with many a griding wound 
Faſt nail'd him to the groaning ground. 
The wretch, from juſter vengeance free, 
Immortal born by heav'n's decree, 
With chains of adamant ſecur'd, 


Deep in cold gloom ſhe left immur'd. 


Now reign at will, victorious Fair, 
In Britiſb, or in Indian, air! 
2 9 


Still with each envying flow'r adorn 


Your treſles radiant as the morn; 


[407-1 
Still let each 4/atick dye 


Rich tints for your gay robes ſupply; 
Still through the dance's laby'rinth float, 
And {well the ſweetly-lengthen'd note; 
Still, on proud ſteeds or glitt'ring cars, 
Riſe on the courſe like beamy ſtars; 
And, when charm'd circles round you cloſe 
Of rhyming batds and ſmiling beaux, 
Whilſt all with eager looks contend 
Their wit or worth to recommend, 
Still let your mild, yet piercing, eycs 


Impartially adjudge the prize. 


